Wildfire Prevention and Safety

Although most of us have no intention of setting in motion the forces which could burn
hundreds of homes, and affect thousands of lives, every year we learn of devastating
wildfires that are caused by careless behavior.

Common ways YOU could unintentionally start a wildfire

unattended debris burning

equipment fires such as from lawnmowers, ATVs, power equipment
smoking

unattended campfires

children playing with matches or lighters

fireworks

Driving your vehicle through tall grasses

Annual Fire Safety Checklist

Thin trees and brush properly within the defensible space (approximately 100 ft.).
Remove trash and debris from the defensible space (approximately 100 ft.).

Clear roof and gutters of leaves and debris.

Remove branches overhanging chimney and roof.

Stack firewood uphill or on a contour away from the home.
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e Use noncombustible roof materials.

o Place shutters, fire curtains or heavy drapes on windows.

» Place screens on foundation and eave vents.

e Enclose sides of stilt foundations and decks.

e Use a chimney screen or spark arrester.

o Clear vegetation around fire hydrants, cisterns, propane tanks, etc.
e Make sure fire tools, ladders and fire extinguishers are available.
o Post addresses that are clearly visible from the street or road.

o Make sure driveways are clear and wide enough for fire trucks and equipment.
e Post load limits on bridges.

« Install and test smoke detectors.

e Practice a family fire drill and evacuation plan.

Defending Your Home

Whether you choose to stay to defend your home or to evacuate, PLEASE consider that
there is not any material or item that is worth a human life. However, if you choose to
stay, please consider these options.

e Wear fire-resistant clothing and protective gear.

o Remove combustible materials from around structures.

e Close or cover outside vents and shutters.

o Position Garden hoses so they reach the entire house. Have the hoses charged,
with an adjustable nozzle, but turned off.

o Place a ladder against the roof of the house on the opposite side of the
approaching wildfire. Place a Garden hose near the ladder, prepared as described
previously.

o Place portable pumps near available water supplies, such as pools, hot tubs,
creeks, etc.

e Close all windows and doors. Do not lock them.

e Close all inside doors.

e Turnon a light in each room, and all outside lights.

o Leave them on even during daylight hours.

e Fill tubs, sinks and any other containers with water.

o Shut off the gas at the outside meter of the propane tank.

e Remove lace, nylon or any other drapes and curtains made from light material.
Close Venetian blinds, heavy drapes or fire-resistant window coverings.

e Move overstuffed furniture into the center of the house, away from windows and
sliding glass doors.

e Park your car in the garage, facing out. Close the windows but do not lock the
doors. Leave the keys in the ignition.

o Close the garage door but leave it unlocked.

o Disconnect the automatic garage door opener.

Click here for Additional Information
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Evacuation Tips

o If awildfire is threatening your area, listen to your radio for updated reports and
evacuation information.

« Confine pets to one room and make plans to take care of them in the event of
evacuation.

e Arrange for temporary housing with a friend or relative whose home is outside the
threatened area. Leave a note in a prominent place in your home that says where
and how you can be contacted.

e Remove important documents, mementos, etc. from the possible fire area.

e When evacuating, wear protective clothing: sturdy shoes, cotton or woolen
clothing, long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, gloves, and a handkerchief to protect
your face.

o Choose a route away from the fire if possible. Watch for changes in the speed and
direction of the fire and smoke.

o Take a disaster supply kit containing:

A supply of drinking water;

One change of clothing and footwear for each member of the family;

A blanket or sleeping bag for each person;

A first aid kit that also includes any prescription medications;
Emergency tools including a battery-powered radio, flashlight and extra
batteries;

An extra set of car keys and credit cards, cash or traveler's checks; and
7. Extra pairs of eyeglasses and other special items for infant, elderly or
disabled family members.

AR A

S


http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://graphics8.nytimes.com/images/2008/10/13/us/14WILDFIRES600_READY.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/14/us/14fire.html&h=380&w=600&sz=49&tbnid=fleiDXbyhNovcM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=116&prev=/search?q=images+of+wildfires&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=images+of+wildfires&docid=Wl2RyE6j-3Z_QM&sa=X&ei=CfurT_2OAZCy8QSvgYEb&ved=0CHIQ9QEwBw&dur=3531

Returning Home After a Fire

When returning to your home after the area experienced a fire, you want to take extra
precautions to ensure you and your family’s well-being.

Here are a few tips returning to your home after a fire:

o Wear Eye and Respiratory Protection. Studies have shown carbon monoxide
levels after a fire can be hazardous to your health.

e Get Verification Your Property is Safe to Enter. Your local jurisdiction or fire
department should ensure that all utilities (water, electricity and gas) are either
safe to use or disconnected. Local fire departments should also ensure that the
property is not susceptible to fire from any hidden, smoldering remains. Only
professionals should handle turning on utilities.

e Be Careful of Damaged Structures. If fire has damaged a roof or floor, the
structures may be susceptible to collapse. Visit the structures in the daylight to
ensure you see everything, especially if your electricity is out.

e Be Careful of Consumable Goods. If food, drinks or medicines have been
exposed to heat, smoke or water, you should not consume them.

e Do Not Throw Away Damaged Goods. Before you consider throwing away
anything, be sure to first take pictures and an inventory of all the damaged goods.
Documentation is important for any insurance claim.

e Drive Safely. Be aware of downed power lines, debris on the road, and missing
or broken street lights and signs.

Additional Returning Home Resources:

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/returnhome.asp
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